
 

PRESIDENT REPORT – June 2019                               
 

Bonjour les Amis, 

My first year as president of the Alliance Française Nelson Tasman has been fruitful for the Alliance 

and one of personal satisfaction. I am very grateful for the support of our talented committee without 

whom our Alliance would not even exist. The committee each bring different talents, different life 

experiences and above all are prepared to put in the effort going the extra distance when required. 

We have reached a membership base of 89 adults. In part this is due to adult students now being 

required to become members, the success of being a DELF exam centre and the enthusiastic “Petit 

Mots” every week generated by James which encourage people to join and take part in our activities. 

French social and cultural events 
Our social and cultural events follow a pattern each year which are well supported by our membership. 

La fete National le quatorze Juillet, was celebrated at the restaurant Comida who provided a delicious 

French themed menu for our dinner. This was followed by an amusing after dinner quiz run by Jurgen 

and Doug to the surprise of the general public attending. 

In November we hosted Vanuella Watt a singer from New Caledonia with her accompanist and sound 

technician who entertained us with French songs at The Boathouse. It is good to affirm our place as a 

pacific nation, illustrated by this concert and at the same time showing our French pacific neighbours 

our beautiful corner of the world. 

Our Fête de Noël was lunch at La Comida to once again enjoy their good food and hospitality.  

These three events were sponsored by our Alliance for our members. 

Our teachers Anne, Esther and Caroline also organised Christmas celebrations and end of year 

certificates for their students separately. 

The French Film Festival did eventuate even after it had been officially postponed for this year. 

Although we were very much unprepared, we hurriedly put together a plan for helping to run this 

event and our experienced committee accomplished this successfully. Although I was unable to attend 

the opening night event, I know that it was as successful as in other years. Well done to you the 

committee and all our members who came and supported the festival. The events of Christchurch 

certainly affected our box office numbers but compared to other centres we came out well ahead. It 

has also been recognised by the manager of the Penthouse Cinema Wellington, who runs the festival, 

how important the local Alliances Françaises are to the success of the French Film Festival.  

Our regular activities continue. 
Café Conversation. We have had a change of venue necessary to accommodate our burgeoning group. 

Zanahe found the Halifax Café able to accommodate our needs by generously prolonging their opening 

hours to 17:15 on Friday. Thank you Zanahe for liaising with the manager of the café. We are also now 

able to house one of our boxes of library books at the café for members to borrow as they want. 



Petit Déjeuner once a month, organised by Kirsten, enables us to taste the fare of the local cafés for 

delicious brunches. Thank you, Kirsten for the many phone calls persuading these café/restaurants to 

host us. 

Club de Lecture continues monthly thanks to Sue, Toni and Zanahé. 

Cine club is well supported with a big thank you to Toni for choosing the films from L’institut Français, 

downloading them and faithfully opening the Monaco Boat club rooms and turning on the heaters for 

us on cold Friday nights. Thank you also to the Monaco Boat Club for letting us use their rooms. 

Ça Marche; our monthly walk in French is a new activity organised by Paul and Jane which has been a 

successful way to keep our language and physical fitness improving. Thank you Paul and Jane for doing 

this, a great way to stimulate the brain while enjoying our beautiful countryside. 

Thanks to our treasurer Toni’s careful management of our finances. You will see from her report that 

our bank accounts are healthy. I know many will now be asking so what for and when do we spend 

the funds? My greatest wish now is to use our funds to rent our own premises. To enable this to 

happen we will need to overcome two major obstacles. 

Firstly, we need funds to participate in either of the above which we have part of. 

Secondly, we need a sub committee of members who are prepared to give of their time and 

knowledge to pursue this goal. 

So, I am asking of you our members for volunteers to form a small “Property Committee” prepared to 

look into finding us a home. We have many events, classes, exams, meetings, spread all over town 

which would do well to be in our place, not to mention our library. 

Please don’t all raise your hands now but talk to anyone in our committee should you want to be part 

of this dream. 

Our teachers Anne, Esther and Caroline are vital to our continuing commitment to being a French 

language centre. Their diligent and kind teaching skills have helped and encouraged us over the year 

and also with success in exams, so thank you for your continuing efforts. 

Finally, once again I thank the committee.  Lisa for her brilliant design skills, Annie for her ability to 

understand and minute our sometimes messy meetings, Jürgen for the kind and sensible advice, Toni 

for your enthusiasm, Zanahé for persisting with finding us a café, Joy for your innate generosity and 

sale spiel, Kirsten for finding us delicious breakfast places so diligently and James for those well framed 

Petit Mots. 

To all members, Merci pour votre soutien et encouragement. 

 

Leigh Preitner 

Présidente 
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